An estimation of the contribution from TRMM-identified extreme storms
to the total precipitation In South America
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« Subtropical S. America receives
significant rainfall from mesoscale
convective systems (MCSs)

« TRMM satellite observations have led to the realization that intense deep convective
storms just east of the Andes In subtropical South America are among the most
Intense anywhere In the world (Zipser et al. 2006)
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Extreme cores are relatively rare in occurrence, but
significantly contribute to the climatological rain in all regions

Figure 5. The rainfall contribution from each storm type
(indicated by color) to the total precipitation in each region,
expressed as a percentage.
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