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Ship Radar

Low albedo

High albedo

Open Cells Closed Cells
Satellite

Strong drizzle Weak drizzle

100 km

• Cloud albedo
strongly dependent 
upon open/closed 
cells

• Strong 
precipitation 
associated with 
open cell structure

• In-situ aircraft 
measurements of 
the mesoscale 
dynamics needed
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VOCALS Timeline

Planning 
Phase

2000 
- 2006

2007

PI
Proposal
submission

REx and 
Modeling

Workshops

Field site 
surveys

2008

VOCALS 
REx

2009

Field and modeling
synthesis/analysis 

2010

IUGG Perugia

VOCALS 
Conference
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CLAW Hypothesis

Nature, 326, 655-661, 1987.
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VOCALS Timeline

Planning 
Phase

2003 
- 2006

2007

REx and 
Modeling

Workshops

Field site 
surveys

2008

VOCALS 
REx

2009

Field and modeling
synthesis/analysis 

2010

IUGG 
Perugia

VOCALS 
Conference

PI Proposal Target Date
July 15
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